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At the end of the meeting X gave the President the 
Viet Cong flag which pleased him. He asked for a history 
of the flag and its capture. 


The President then asked how his speech to the policy 
officers went, and I told him that a number of our people 
had gone out of the way to tell me that they thought it 
was great. X urged the President to do this again in six 
months or a year concentrating at that time on the view 
of the world and the problems of foreign policy then facing 
us. I pointed out that a few minutes of guidance helped 
them enormously in their daily work. I also pointed out 
that at least one-third of the people there were civil 
servants and that he had talked as if there were only 
Foreign Service present. 

♦ 

He also commented that he was distressed to see that 
there was only one Negro in the audience and went on to 
discuss the Foreign Service examination and the recruitment 

of Negroes. 

He then 
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He then mentioned Haggle Higgins 1 article on his 
speech and the fact that It had leaked In spite of the 
request that It be kept off the record. 
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Roger Hllsman 
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(Whiting entered — I was reporting on the meeting with the 


President) 


Then the next Issue came up aka well there was a little conversa- 
tion about Laos, we want to talk about it. The idea right now 
is to Win^ Brown is sick three move thing of withdrawing 

the Ambassador ^ f 1 ^ to replace the General 

W C<rvr, 4. •' n *v (**•**(<, *4 


who is 


three move thing of withdrawing 

jflRiiniVng to replace the General 
b n -v 8 9 ^9 *4 ** I. 

3fly*ny and pulling Hazy out. 


We have gone to Sarit to -^==_ see what he thinks of these 
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three little aoyes and the general pitch ± right now is delay. 


You know Gromokyo has mentioned that to SdCrstSTJ-^ th£t he ifSiild - — 


endeavor to hold back Pathet Laos to give us time to u/rr- ^ 


so 


.‘V 


slowpace. 






being contempated 


The Secretary and the President had some side conversation on 

Viet Cong while we were -faafcmr ~Sn the little bits. What I did 

\ 

at this stage was to pass to Bundy our paper with red lined 
underlined points on our temporaizing position and Bundy is 


going to write it up as ^directive and my point to jjundy 


was 


even though the discussion didn't make ^the points that should 
be he might pick some of this up and H 
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approval o f some additional 


moves and things 


that really weren't discussed and the President might well 


want to Incorporate 


paper. So that Is taken care of. 
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We then stood up and .was facing the President so I threw out the 
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Viet Cong flag ^ln front of him and he was quite delighted, you knoi 
android him the story of It and that v** » s 8or ^ 0 f 


thing. He was quite pleased and .bundle^ It up In his arm and 
5&id"Iwant all the history of It", the total hlatory, the capture 
of the flag and everything else so I drafted a cable to Stockton 




who gave me the flag 


Then he said how did It go, how did the speech go. do And I told 
him that I ^houfcht It went very well and we had a lot of, actually 


my own feeling about It Tom, is— with Ken Mansfield's - kind of 
shared it. I thought It played too much stress on White House 
State relations which I don't think really bothers anybody except 
some top levels of the department. I don't think the working 
level people are too concerned about this. I also thought 


he was a little sharp, critical, a little too critical of the 



